HISTORY OF SUNDAY SCHOOING

. Early Days :
of the :
Congregational Sunday gchool
by
Mrs. Lenore Harms

The Sunday School held its first meetings up-
stairs in the court room of the old Court House.
Rev.Daniel Dexter was its first superinten-
dent, for the ministers in the early history

of our church assumed also the duties of Sun-
day School Superintendent.

The teachers in 1898 were iMr, and Irs.J.R.
Dennett, irs. Eugene Turner, Mrs, C.F. Fckel,
and Mrs, Julian Zillier. At that time it was
the custom for each teacher to keep her own
class of pupils year after year, until they
graduated in fact, or were just too grovn up
to be Sunday School pupils any longer. This
fact prevents the gathering of much materizl
about those long gone years, for each pupnil
of that early time recalls only her own class
and he own teacher, utterly oblivicus now of
the existence of the others.

Mrs. Zillier's class of primary girls remain-
ed with her until the time that somc¢ of them
were old enough to become Sunday Scheol tesnch-
ers themsclves. This class, with some veria-
tions and additions, consisted of tha follow-
ing girls: '

Viola Bocrner (l'rs,Supnur)
Grace Boerner ®
Mabel Bolens gﬁrs. Jaffe)
Ressie Belens deceased)
Hazel Smith
~ Azalea Bolens (}rs.Shearer)

| Ada Towsley

Irene Scott (lirs. Kittsley)

Irene Scott, a2 pupil in the 1898 primer class,
reports that she found the judiciary benches 15
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much too hard snd tco high in contrast to
the little reéd kindergarten chairs that weps

used in the basement of the WMethodist Chuxhas
She feared the mice that 3150 insisted on
sttending Sunday School in the old Court
House. However, these inconvenlences were nosg
of lomg duration, Teor on Christmas Day, 189888
the lower.story of the Congregationsl Churchig
w58 ready for occupancy. |
WMrs, mekells elasgs of girls ccxhlstﬂ” of the
following members, who had the honor of joins
ing “the church with her:

Claire Ingersslil (Ceceased)

Jessie Ingersoll (3irs.J.F.Gilson)

Mary Murphy (Mpra, &, Selmen

Bl laeBuys: fﬂrs. J.Tietjen)

Lenore Scott (¥rs. L.Harms)

The latter remembers being the summer Sunday
School accompanist for the Rev.Jose. Yelss.

U)

The moembers of ifrs, Tekel's cla

falt
they were favored beyond all - others, fC“ “nc
elae could-present their bible iessons in

such interesting fashion, keen the reverence
due to the occasion, and yet shed over it all
sueh*aspirit-of “joy and ‘nabpinessy t There

was no thought of "I den't want To g0 to Sun-

As the Sundsy School conbtlinued growing. new
teachers offered their services. In the esarly
nineteen hundreds they were Mpr, Zillier,
Jessie Dennett, Lencre Sccott, tary Rostwick,
sand undoubtedly many cthers. In 1804 irq
Clarence P11l assumed the Superintendency

a2 duty which he nerformed faithfully and well
for eighteen long years.

Mr. Zillier for many years acted as Treasurer
of the Sunday School.
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During 1911 Azalea Bolens, Irene Scott, and
Jeanne Dennett took over the duties of teach-
ers. At Christmas time, under = gorgeous tree,
were gifts for each pupil, expensive gifts,
for this was beforc the days cf the "five and
dime",

The Sunday School vpicnics were gala affailrs.
Everybody went. Originally they were held at
"The Falls", Grafton, but after the advent
of the Milwaukee Northern R.R. that spot was
abandoned, for it was too staid and prossic
taking a street cer to & picnilc.. But it was
the height of adventure to drive together
seven miles through the country on the drays
of the Wisconsin Chair Co.

Mrs. A.D.Bolens! continued devotion to the
Sunday School, both as teacher and music di-
rector, will long be remembered by large num-
bers of pupils who performed under her skill-
ful direction. Mrs. Bolens served in this
capacity for more than twenty years.

(signed) Lendre Scott Harms

While there are no Sunday School records of
the earlier days, through the years 1904-09,
the results of an attendance contest were
given at the Annual Meetings. The names cf
these good attenders at Sunday School were-
inscribed in the record book of the church
and include the following names.

Barth, Martha Chapleau, Elmer
Boerner, Marie Chapleau, Penrl
Boerner, Frederick Dennett, Jennne
Boerner, Luiu Follett, IMinnie
Beerner, Martha Follett, Martha
Boerner, John Follett, Pearl
Couch, Joe Henze, Roy

Couch, Tim Henze, Eva
. 17
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Johnson, Ilabel Steineke,Floretta -
Johnson, larie Scott, Irene T
Jones, Gretchen Stone, FElsie. -
Leck, Frederick tone, Florence 9
Lewis, Grace Stoller, Archie '
Lemke, Harold Thers, Loambert

Ramsey, Butler Thers; Harl

Ramsey, Anna . Thompson,Wendell

Ramsey,. Mary Wagner, Alfred

Ramsey, h;rg*ret Zillier, Holen

Miss I ¢ene Scott's class in 1911 consist-

ed of: : S .

Louise Stephany ‘Tlary Ramsoy : .
Marie Johnson Haresline btﬁph“ny 3
Poarl Fellette fartha Follette 3
Pauline Reuther Flizabceth Bostwick 1
Ida Bostwick . Charlotte Bostwick '

Hildegard Reuther

¥rs. Zillier was idclized by all her Sunday
Schocl pupils. One Sunday -she nronmiscd & sur-
nrise to the girls who would not miss Sundry
School for a year and c:me with their les-
sons nrenared. Hazel Smith nnd Irene Scott
were nnxious to win. Fnzel wns tnken .il11 so !
missed-n few Sundays, but ¥rs., Zillier enter- i
tained the class ot a. six co'clock dinner at ?
her home. Irene Scott was presentad with o
blblL, dated
"Irene Scott .
from : : , 4
Hrs.J.Z2illier ; e ]
1903" 1
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